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James H, Lesar, Esquire 
Attorney at Law 
1000 Wilson Boulevard 
Suite 900 

Arlington, VA 22209 



RE: Harold Weisberg v. Department of Justice 

(D.C. Cir. Nos. 82-1229, 82-1274, 83-1722, 
and 83-1764) 



Dear Nr. Lesar: 

I am in receipt of your letter of August 4, 1983, proposing 
a settlement in the above-referenced case. Although I disagree 
with your characterization of the case, as I believe that Mr. 
Weisberg cannot be said to have -substantially prevailed on the 
basis of the release of largely duplicative documents, I continue 
to be interested in investigating the possibilities of settlement. 
While your offer of a 10% reduction is appreciated, the figure 
you propose remains unacceptably high. I am prepared, however, 
to recommend to my superiors a §10,000 settlement, which repre- 
sents a reasonable reduction of the district court s exorbitant 
award* 

I am in full accord with the view that there is much to be 
said for ending this protracted litigation. Thus, I remain 
available for further discussions regarding settlement, should 
you and your client wish to pursue the matter. 

Sincerely, 



LEONARD SCHAITMAN 
Assistant Director 
Appellate Staff 
Civil Division 
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